The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will succeed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in determining the World's development agenda from 2015 until 2030.1 Following the turbulent years building up to the MDGs target date and the 70th anniversary of the United Nations (UN) in 2015, it is increasingly necessary for the UN to demonstrate its ability to provide a productive forum for global issues and live up to the expectations it has helped foster through continuous "commitments."2 Setting the SDGs of the future not only provides an opportunity for the UN to "renew its proven abilities as a 1 Contributing to a post-2015 development agenda that "will build on the foundations laid by the MDGs, complete the unfinished business and respond to new challenges", UNGA, problem-solving entity in global political goods"3 (thus avoiding the branding as another "collective failure"),4 but also to break away from the previous MDGs expert-centric and closed agenda setting methodology to realise an "inclusive", "open" and "cooperative" sustainable development agenda repeatedly promised.5
The many references to "inclusiveness" and "openness" in relation to the SDG drafting process can be interpreted as a pledge to take global public participation seriously. It raises questions about what global public participation actually entails, and what it ought to entail. Ultimately, this is about the individual and his or her role within the global community, or at least within the UN.6 But compared with a single individual, the UN is, of course, overwhelming in size. Thus individuals might not think much of their role within it. Yet, at the same time more and more individuals are becoming increasingly assertive; they want to take responsibility, and they want to be more actively engaged in the UN's work.
There are many reasons for many different actors to want global public participation within the work of the UN. In our first article we thus wish to answer why global public participation within the work of the United Nations is important, and how we should go about testing whether particular forms of participation meet the expectations and requirements of meaningful public participation. We set out to conclude what global public participation should be.
In the second article we will apply the approach and test adopted in the first article to a case study: the current Sustainable Development Goals negotiations. This second article aims to introduce the reader to the means available for global public participation in formulating the SDGs, and whether these are meaningful input methods. The focus will be on the process up to 
